Shutdown: International Affairs

Would foreigh embassies and Consulates be shut down?

According to the House Foreign Affairs Committee, State Department internal guidance has
been finalized, but not yet promulgated (which would require a decision at the most senior
level). While they cannot talk specific details, it would almost certainly parallel their practice
during the FY1996 shutdown, which paired down Embassy/Consulate staffs to essential
personnel. While they still would provide some level of American Citizen Services overseas,
they would curtail visa processing.




